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Cultural competence is such an important issue that we decided to devote a large portion of this issue to the topic. The
Civil Rights Movement is studied about in ninth grade social studies as if it is something from the past. Yet, there is still
so much racism and segregation in our society today.

I grew up in the Delta of Mississippi, the area that Scott Hartblay writes about in his &ldquo;Civil Rights Journey&rdquo;
on page 14. I was born after the death of Emmett Till but before Chaney, Goodman, and Schwerner. I grew up with a
deeply disturbing sense that things that I saw and heard every day, while they were &ldquo;commonplace,&rdquo; were
not &ldquo;right.&rdquo;Well, their parents use it [racist language], so they [the children] don&rsquo;t know any better.
Yet, even as a small child, I knew that it was not right. Why did they accept it as just the way things were?

Maybe that&rsquo;s part of the reason I became a social worker, because of the injustices that I saw. Maybe
that&rsquo;s why I was drawn to the blues and other forms of &ldquo;social justice&rdquo; music as an undergraduate
music therapy major.

I like Scott&rsquo;s idea of making a memorial to Emmett Till and others who died in the Civil Rights Movement. There
are similar memorials&mdash;the Civil Rights Museum in Memphis, the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, and
others&mdash;that serve as reminders that these things should never happen again.

Yet, racism still has a strong presence in the U.S. I asked The New Social Worker writer Barbara Trainin Blank to
investigate what social workers are doing on an organized basis to help combat racism today. Her special report appears
on page 10. Social workers have a commitment to fight the injustices of racism, but much more needs to be done. This is
an area I want to explore further.

I want to give a huge &ldquo;thank you!&rdquo; to our Career Talk columnists, Regina Trudy Praetorius and Laura
Lawson. They have contributed greatly to the magazine over the past three years! Their last column appears in this issue.

See page 9 for an important notice about changes at The New Social Worker.

Until next time&mdash;happy reading!
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